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Timing Topic

15:00-15:05 Welcome & Introduction
Nina Mavrogeorgou, WindEurope

15:05-15:10 Presentation of the latest ETIPWind report 
Capucine Vannoorenberghe, WindEurope 

15:10-15:25 Presentation of the Horizon Europe 2025 calls for proposals for wind energy 
Enrico Degiorgis, Policy Officer, European Commission (DG RTD)

15:25-15:40 Q&A session

15:40-15:55 Industry pitches – R&I priorities for large-scale manufacturing, operations & 
maintenance, and sustainability
• Fergus Costello, Siemens Gamesa
• James Lightfoot, SSE Renewables 
• Hanne Wigum, Equinor 

15:55-16:00 Closing
Nina Mavrogeorgou, WindEurope



• The webinar is co-organised by WindEurope and ETIPWind. 

• This webinar is recorded, but your webcam and microphone are disabled. You 
will find the recording and slides on WindEurope’s website.

• Place your question in the Q&A.

• Be as specific as possible.

• Upvote relevant questions posed by others.





➢ 36 industry and 
research experts + 
observers

➢ Define common R&I 
priorities and 
recommendations for 
the Commission 

➢Advocate for a 
competitive wind sector 
and a faster deployment 
of wind energy in 
Europe. 

INDUSTRY RESEARCH

OBSERVERS



➢ Common strategy for wind research & 
competitiveness by 2050 

➢ In-depth EU funding analysis

➢ Recommendations to optimise EU 
funding support for wind R&I 

Download the report 





€761m 
72 wind R&I 

projects

From 2021 to 
2024

€180bn



Not spending enough

Fragmented

Bureaucratic

Lack focus

Supportive ecosystem

Increased budget

Centralised funding

Single & simple set of rules

Sector driven initiative

One-stop shop

European Fund for Wind Research & Competitiveness



European Fund 
for Wind 

Research & 
Competitiveness

5. Governed by European 
Commission and wind 

industry/academia 

1. One-stop-shop for all EU 
funding opportunities on 

wind R&I  

3. Adapts and implements 
the common strategy for 

wind research & 
competitiveness

2. Technology-specific EU 
budget from basic research 

to deployment

4. Involves Member States 
to align EU and national 

funding priorities



1. Prioritise wind
in industrial policy

2. Increase wind
energy R&I 

funding 

3. Align public 
funding with

common strategy

4. European Fund
for Wind Research
& Competitiveness

5. Simplify
administrative 

requirements for 
EU projects

6. Streamline SET 
Plan ecosystem



Enrico Degiorgis
European Commission - DG Research & Innovation

Clean Planet  Directorate

Unit Clean Energy Transitions

Policy Officer



Innovative manufacturing of wind energy 
technologies

Budget: €7m per project, 
total €28m

TRL at the end of 
project: 6-7 

Deadline: 2 September 2025

Expected Outcomes

• Innovations enabling large-volume 
manufacturing and further wind 
energy deployment 

• Reinforced EU wind energy supply 
chain

• Access to affordable, clean, and 
secure energy with lower 
environmental impacts and improved 
health and safety working conditions

Scope (at least 3 of the following points)

Develop and demonstrate 
solutions/technologies for….

• Better  health and safety working 
conditions

• More circularity and reduced energy 
and material consumption, costs and 
pollution  increased circularity, lower 
costs

• (Semi-) automated manufacturing

• Optimisation of logistics and transport 
of components, reducing the overall 
impact on environment and society

Type of action: IA, 70% 
funding for for-profit / 
100% for non-profit



Improved reliability and optimised operations and
maintenance for wind energy systems

Budget: €5m per project, 
total €15m 

TRL at the end of 
project: 4-5

Deadline: 17 February 2026

Expected Outcomes:

• Limit the risks 
(operational, financial, 
climate) and reduce 
uncertainties

• Reinforce the strategic 
autonomy, technology 
leadership, 
competitiveness, and 
technology export 
potential of the EU wind 
energy supply chain

Scope (at least 4 of the following points)

Develop (and validate) solutions/tools/components 
to:

• Improve reliability of wind energy systems

• Optimise O&M

• Facilitate wind farm O&M through improved 
interoperability, decision-making support tools

• Improve the safety and efficiency on-site during 
maintenance activities

• Analyse and predict the reliability of wind energy 
systems

• Improve condition and health monitoring of wind 
energy systems 

Type of action: RIA, 100% 
funding. 



Understand and minimise the environmental impacts
of offshore wind energy

Budget: €5m per project, 
total €15m

TRL at the end of 
project: n/a – 5*

Deadline: 17 February 2026

Expected Outcomes

• Improved tools, data 
and knowledge to 
monitor, assess and 
minimise the 
environmental impacts

• Improved monitoring of 
environmental impacts

• Deploy offshore wind 
energy with minimal 
impact on marine 
environment

Scope (at least 5 of the following points)

• Better understanding of the cumulative environmental 
impacts of offshore wind energy deployment

• Deployment of field monitoring activities

• Test and demonstrate field monitoring and modelling 
technologies for life-cycle environmental impacts of offshore 
wind

• Improved instruments and models for Maritime Spatial 
Planning and environmental assessments

• Improved modelling capacity and environmental impact 
assessments of future offshore wind deployment

• Identification of areas where wind energy deployment is 
particularly suitable

• Strategies, test, and demonstration of technologies that 
counteract the environmental impact of offshore wind 
energy systems (*TRL 5)

Type of action: RIA, 100% 
funding



• HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-01-TWIN-TRANSITION-05: Advanced manufacturing technologies for leadership of EU 
manufacturers in products for the net- zero industry (Made in Europe Partnership) (IA)

• HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-01-TWIN-TRANSITION-01: Integrated approaches for remanufacturing (Made in Europe 
Partnership) (IA)

• HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-01-TWIN-TRANSITION-02: Physical and cognitive augmentation in advanced manufacturing 
(Made in Europe Partnership) (RIA)

• HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-01-TWIN-TRANSITION-34: Smart integration of net zero technologies into Energy Intensive 
industries (Processes4Planet and Made in Europe partnership) (IA)

• HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-01-MATERIALS-61: Technologies for critical raw materials and strategic raw materials from 
End of Life products (IA)

• HORIZON-CL4-2025-03-DATA-12: Preparing the Advancement of the state of the art of submarine cable infrastructures (CSA)

• HORIZON-CL4-2025-04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-07: GenAI4EU in Robotics and industrial automation (RIA) (AI/Data/Robotics & 
Made in Europe Partnerships)

• HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D3-23: Critical elements for energy security of grid and storage technologies

• HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D4-06: Phase out fossil fuel in energy intensive industries through the efficient integration of 
renewable energy sources

• HORIZON-CL6-2025-01-BIODIV-07: Integrated and coordinated approaches for coral reefs and associated ecosystems 
(mangroves and seagrass beds) conservation, restoration, and climate mitigation and adaptation

… and many more!









• Sector has invested €14 billion in factories, ports, and 
vessels since 2022

• NZIA targeting 36 GW manufacturing capacity in Europe 
requiring further investments and ramp up of capacity

• Offshore installations in Europe needs to move from ~250 units 
(2024) to ~1000 units p.a

• Reducing offshore cost of electricity (LCOE) by 30% towards 
2040 can only be achieved through industrialization

• European manufacturing facilities needs to be competitive on a 
global stage both for European markets and export





Structural health 
monitoring: sensors and the 
associated analytical 
methods to improve the 
reliability of wind 
(gearboxes, generators and 
electrical components), 
reducing the need for 
manual inspections and loss 
of revenue

Optimised O&M: develop 
predictive O&M 
campaigns to decrease 
revenue loss and decrease 
CTV-based operation 
needs for offshore wind 

Autonomous tools, robots and 
vehicles: develop and validate 
solutions to inspect, repair and 
service wind farms (blades, yaw 
motors, subsea structures) with 
minimal human intervention 





A holistic approach to 
sustainability 

25 |  Equinor and The Crown Estate
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WindEurope, Rue Belliard 40
1040 Brussels, Belgium
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