
HOW TO SIMPLIFY PERMITTING

Apply the fastest judicial 
procedure available at 

national level

Legal challenges

The European Commission has issued new laws and guidance 
to simplify the permitting of wind energy projects
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Identify areas where renewables
can be permitted faster with a single 
strategic Environmental Assessment 

(Go-to areas)

Adopt a population-based 
approach to biodiversity 

protection  

Consider renewable 
projects as of overriding 

public interest

Coordinate maritime 
spatial planning at 

sea-basin level

Administration

Max. 2 year process for new 
renewables and 1 year for projects 

in go-to-areas and repowering

Allow the combination of wind 
projects with solar and storage 

technologies (hybrid power plants)

Ensure permits allow
the deployment of 

state-of-the-art technology

Apply “positive silence”: 
when an authority doesn’t 

comment by an internal 
deadline, they are deemed 

to support the permit

Increase 
staffing

Digitalise 
processes

Set a single contact point for 
all permitting procedures 

(One-stop-shop)

Be transparent on 
deadlines, next steps, roles 
and responsibilities of the 

different authorities

Site selection

Auction design

Grid connection

Implement long-term 
grid planning and 

investment

Provide transparent and 
digital procedure for grid 
connection applications


